
MHS PTSA GENERAL MEETING MINUTES     Monday, May 9, 2022  

Attending – 21 in person (20 PTSA members and new principal, Brian Saunders) 

Called to order at 7:08pm by Ann Edmondson 

 

Welcoming Comments - Ann Edmondson 

Welcome and thank you. Presented infographic summarizing PTSA activities over the past year, 
and thanked parents and volunteers for their support. Introduced new MHS Principal Dr. Brian 
Saunders, whose first day on the job was TODAY. 

 

Principal Brian Saunders 

Shared his professional background and talked about his family before sharing his initial 
thoughts about MHS: Most of the rest of the state has no idea that magnet schools exist at the 
level they do in Wake County – our magnets are incredible, and I’m thrilled to get to lead an IB 
magnet high school. IB is a program we can do a lot with. We can do a lot more best practices in 
MYP in 9th and 10th grades. I will do some training on that issue this summer and in the fall. 
Today was my first day and it’s been fantastic. We have a great Assistant Principals team. 
Mondays for administrators can sometimes be busy coming off the weekend and I got to see 
our team in action. I did an interview with the Morning Growl a few weeks ago and it aired 
today. Today has been very busy! You’ll see me at a lot of school functions. I’m all in on this and 
so is my family. 

 

Assistant Principal Natasha Wilson 

Thank you for all your time and donations that made staff appreciation week a fantastic week. 
Special shout out to Sue Reynolds for managing the academic celebrations – it was another 
wonderful experience, and we honored more than 700 students. The last PAWS breakfast is 
Thursday. May 12, recognizing the IB traits of reflective learners and thinkers. 

Open House is May 19 from 6:30-8pm for rising 9th graders and will include a clubs and 
activities fair. There is a meet and greet for magnet families at 6pm prior to the general open 
house. Orchestra concert at 5:30pm Thursday May 12, and there will be a dance concert May 
21 with tickets being sold in advance. Senior events: Senior meeting during 4th block May 25. 
May 26 during second block is the senior assembly followed by the senior picnic. Principal 
Saunders notes that graduation will again be held at the convention center and encourages 
families to get there closer to 6pm. 

Questions about senior assembly: 



Q: Where can parents park? A: The bus lot is fine since the buses do not arrive on campus until 
1:30. 

Q: Do kids change between the assembly and the picnic? A: Yes, they change at the school 

Q: Seven-ticket limit for senior families – is this limit dictated by the county? A: Yes. A lot of 
people are asking for more tickets. Hoping we can create a ticket exchange within the Senior 
Parents Facebook page so everyone can get what they need. Lottery deadline for two 
additional tickets is May 13. 

 

Dean of Students Catherine Brown 

Wrapping up Week 1 of AP testing and starting Week 2 this week. Next week is the late AP 
testing window. Smaller tests are happening at MHS but larger testing events are at Seven 
Marks church, which is a great facility. It has been a wonderful partnership.  

Summer school applications are now available on MHS homepage. The deadline is Friday, June 
17, to apply. Enloe is offering first-time credit for specific courses such as math, healthful living 
and the new personal finance course. The is $375 and the deadline is May 20. It’s a full school 
day (8am-3pm) and lunch will be provided.  

Save the Date for AP parent night – May 23 at 6:30pm. Evening will begin in the auditorium, 
and parents will be released to visit AP classes for the coming school year. This is a mandatory 
event for all parents and students to know expectations for AP courses and deadlines to make 
any schedule adjustments is May 31. We want both parents and students to attend.  

Parent question about the personal finance class – it is causing problems in IB program 
schedule as it’s a new requirement that takes effect the year after next and when electives are 
already limited. Can we offer it via summer school at MHS next year? PTSA will share Enloe 
enrollment form. 

 

Party Planning Committee Chair Gina Smith: 

PPC end-of-year luncheon plan has not been approved yet, but it would be helpful to have an 
answer this week. 

 

No MEB representative – end of year MEB banquet is May 10. 

 

Nominations/Election of Officers: Ann Edmondson turns chairing duties over to Jodi Bulmer, 
at-large board member, to conduct elections. 



Jodi Bulmer: The next item of business is the election of officers, according to Article 6 of the 
NCPTA Uniform Bylaws. This year’s Nominating Committee is Kathy Parzygnat, chair; Morgan 
Blue; and Sarah O’Connor.  
 
Kathy Parzygnat, Nominating Committee Chair, submits the following nominations for the 
Millbrook Magnet High School PTSA officers for the 2022-2023 school year:  

 

For President – Ann Edmondson 

For Secretary – Christy Iannelli 

For Treasurer – Amy Cagle 

For Vice President of Fundraising – Morgan Blue 

For Vice President of Programs – Amy Fulk 

For Vice President of Outreach – Jocelyn McGuinness-Hickey 

Jodi Bulmer: Asks for any further nominations from the floor for any of these offices and, being 
none, declares the nominations closed. With only one nomination per slot, per the bylaws, the 
election may be held on voice vote.  

Members in attendance offer unanimous voice vote for the slate of nominees. Elections 
complete. 

 

Secretary’s Report – Amy Fulk 

Minutes from March 7 2022 were reviewed. Morgan Blue moved to approve, Wendy Davis 
seconded the motion. Minutes approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Michelle Miller (via phone) 

Bank account operational fund balance is $24,932.42 and the balance of the restricted account 
fund for scholarships is $108,325.58. A few things still have to be paid out: reimbursement for 
purchase of Sheetz cards, receipts from academic breakfast and prom, one more educator 
grant that has been approved, and some senior expenses. PTSA was able to pay for Mrs. King’s 
retirement luncheon and celebration using some money we had set aside for some other 
functions that did not happen this year. The most recent total for Mrs. King’s memorial 
scholarship fund is $14,196. 

 

 



Officer Reports  

Membership – Kathy Parzygnat: Finished the school year with 353 members. Our goal was 450 
but even though the number of memberships was down, we ended up making more money 
because we changed swag levels. Membership breakdown is 97 faculty, 2 community members, 
216 parents and 38 students. Raffles for copper and bronze to win swag were new this year – 
tonight is the final drawing for a koozie – Christy Iannelli is the winner. 

Fundraising – Morgan Blue: Last big spirit night was City BBQ in March – we made $175 and it 
went really well and they were happy. Tomorrow is Manhattan Pizza for lunch and dinner. 
Please put MHS in the memo section for online orders. Tomorrow’s event is our last one for this 
year – we will start planning the schedule for the fall and will likely do Sunset Slush again during 
the first or second week of school since the students really enjoyed that one.  

 

Committee Updates  

 PAWS: Ann Edmondson reiterated Ms. Wilson’s comment that the final PAWS event is 
Thursday, May 12. Some students may miss due to AP exams. 

 Academic celebration – Sue Reynolds: The celebrations went very well. Some things we 
will make improvements on next year. There were a LOT of parents here for the first one – it 
was a good feeling and the kids all participated. Almost all the kids stayed in the cafeteria the 
whole time. Some students didn’t attend and we still have their certificates. And a couple 
needed to be fixed because grade changes weren’t showing up in Powerschool. Springdale 
printing was great to work with. Some kids didn’t come because of the test reviews. Discussion 
about timing of the event and how to maximize attendance and honor student achievement 
without them having to miss important Q4 reviews. 

 Advocacy – Jocelyn McGuinness-Hickey: The most recent BAC meeting was April 25 at 
Wakefield. Lloyd Garner, chief of strategic planning, presented. WCPSS is developing a new 
strategic plan for the district and is collecting input from stakeholders, including parents, so 
BAC was more interactive than usual. The district is surveying parents using a tool called 
Thought Exchange. ACTION ITEM – Dr. Saunders will find information about the survey so PTSA 
can share it with parents. Sue Reynolds adds comments that primary elections are this month 
and that there are a lot of candidates out there with specific stances on public education issues. 
She also expressed concern about the new teacher licensure and pay structure that is being 
proposed by the state. Karen North reminds that 17-year-olds who are turning 18 by November 
can still vote in the primary.  

Hospitality – Ann Edmondson comments that hospitality chair Liz Miller has been in this 
role for a long time and her student is graduating this year.  The PTSA will thank Liz at the 
appropriate time, and hopes that parents will too! 



Upcoming events  

Magnet family open house May 19 – slots available in SignUp Genius, PTSA is awaiting feedback 
from Loren Baron to potentially adjust the signup items. 

Senior events – breakfast and picnic. Slots available in SignUp Genius.  

EOY Staff Luncheon – don’t know what it looks like just yet. June 10. Historically PTA does one 
and PPC does one the next day so we are combining forces. More info to come 

First Annual Dana King Day of Service: This isn’t formally on the calendar yet but it will occur 
May 21 from 9-12 at MHS. We are expecting to cut the overgrown hedges that are damaging 
the fencing around the campus. Bring work gloves, trimmers, etc. Mr. Shipp and Ms. Broadwell 
are working on a list of things that need to be done both inside and outside the school building. 
This will not be a MHS-only event as a lot of folks in the community are looking for a way to 
help and to honor Mrs. King’s memory. This will be a great opportunity to get together and do 
something she would have appreciated. The plan is for everyone to meet at front of school at 
9am, get their tasks assigned, and get to work to get some of these tasks taken care of and help 
make the school look nicer.  PTSA is working on a T shirt that would be available for purchase 
with proceeds going to the Dana King scholarship fund.  

 

Other Business: 

Mental Health Awareness Month – resources for parents and students will be posted on PTSA 
channels. Karen North noted that signs are up at school calling attention to this month and 
asking students to wear green on Wednesdays. 

Choir concert is May 17, drama awards are May 18.  

Adjourned at 8:07 pm 

 
MHS PTSA MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Morgan Blue 
Catherine Brown 
Jodi Bulmer 
Amy Cagle 
Wendy Davis 
Ann Edmondson 
Amy Fulk 
Warren Holman 
Shawn Jackson 
Jocelyn McGuinness-Hickey 
Michelle Miller via phone 

 
 
Marla Myers 
Karen Noon 
James North 
Karen North 
Kathy Parzygnat 
Susan Reynolds 
Gina Smith 
Debra Sparks 
Natasha Wilson 
 


